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against the Turks, and the Turks' hands against
them, but respected and protected by the people as
friends and avengers. Servia had learnt by bitter
experience the lesson that u those who would be free
themselves must strike the blow.1' Too often had her
hopes been disappointed by Austrian promises of
deliverance; too often had the land been won, only
to be giv'en back to the Turk. Less fortunate than
their Bulgarian neighbours, they found no foreign
nation to draw the sword on their behalf. For their
restored independence they are indebted not to a
Russian autocrat, but to one of their own peasants.

